
 

 
 

 

 

AG Month in Saskatchewan 
“Thank a Farmer” Letter Writing 

Writing a Letter to a Farmer or Agricultural Person 

Saskatchewan Curriculum Outcomes: 

Compose and Create (CC).  

Grade 1: CC1.4 Write and share stories and short informational texts about familiar 

events and experiences in a minimum of five sentences. 

e. Create short texts including informational texts, autobiographical 

narratives, imaginative stories, and poems with own ideas following a 

model.  

f. Write brief explanations and descriptions (accompanied by pictures) of 

real objects, persons, and places.  

g. Begin to include related details with main idea and edit with teacher 

support. 

Grade 2: CC2.4 Write stories, poems, friendly letters, reports, and observations 

using appropriate and relevant details in clear and complete sentences 

and paragraphs of at least six sentences. 

d. Write groups of clear sentences that develop a central idea in a basic 

paragraph of six sentences. 

e. Write stories, poems, songs, friendly letters, reports, and observations 

using techniques observed in reading texts (including First Nations and 

Métis resources). 

h. Write a friendly letter complete with date, salutation, body, closing, and 

signature. 

 

Grade 3: CC3.4 Write to communicate ideas, information, and experiences 

pertaining to a topic by creating easy-to-follow writing (including a short 
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report, a procedure, a letter, a story, a short script, and a poem) with a 

clear purpose, correct paragraph structure, and interesting detail. 

 f. Create characters and events from outside students’ personal 

environment.  

g. Write descriptions that use concrete sensory details.  

h. Begin to use excitement, humour, suspense, and other creative 

devices.  

i. Write personal letters, thank-you notes, invitations, and logs. 

Grade 4: CC4.4 Use a writing process to produce descriptive, narrative, and 

expository compositions that focus on a central idea, have a logical 

order, explain point of view, and give reasons or evidence. 

j. Communicate and demonstrate understanding by creating original 

texts (e.g., poem, play, letter, journal entry) and by writing responses to 

texts, supporting judgements through references to both the text and 

prior knowledge. 

 
Teacher Information: 

Letter writing is an essential skill. Even in a world dominated by emails, social media 

and text messages, everyone must write letters at some point. Letters of complaint, 

job applications, thank you letters, letters requesting changes or making 

suggestions — the list goes on and on. Encouraging children to write letters from an 

early age will improve their communication, social and handwriting skills, and teach 

them what they need to know about writing and structuring letters. If any child has 

ever sent or received a letter in the mail in their lives the sheer excitement they feel.  

October is also Ag Month! It is an awesome excuse to thank a farmer or ag-related 

person who makes an awesome impact 
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on your community that you are thankful for. The students can write letters to the 

amazing and hardworking agricultural people in their community to show their 

support and say thank you for everything they do to help get food to feed the world. 

Who knows maybe the farmer will even write back to them! 

If you are teaching lower grades this lesson plan may need to change slightly and 

simplified to accommodate the skill levels of your students. This lesson pairs well 

together with our Sprout Head Lesson Plan. Students can start out by creating their 

Sprout Head and then writing a letter to their Sprout Head later on. 

 

Part 1: Warming up to letter Writing 

Use the above themes to encourage the children to discuss letter-writing. Ask the 

children to put their hands up if they have ever received a personal letter. Ask for 

one or more volunteers to talk about how they felt to receive the letter. Here are 

some initial questions that may help: 

• What was in your mind as you read the letter? 

• Did you keep the letter to read again? 

• Did you share your letter with anyone? 

• Did you write back? 

And some questions for whole class or group discussions: 

• Can the class describe any differences between the handwritten letter 

and an email? 

• Do the children think there is ever a time when only a handwritten letter 

will do? 



 

 
 

 

 

AG Month in Saskatchewan 
“Thank a Farmer” Letter Writing 

Possible extension would be to get the students into smaller groups and describe 

when they have received a letter. Ask the class to interview each other to find out 

everyone’s experiences of writing and sending letters. This can be recorded in a 

chart. 

 
Part 2: Formal vs Informal Letters 

On the white board create a table, on the one side write Formal Letters and the 

other side write Informal Letters. 

FORMAL LETTERS INFORMAL LETTERS 

  

Read aloud two sample letters, one formal and one informal and have students 

discuss the differences and similarities between the two letters. Make sure to write 

down the key words and findings of the students between the differences. If 

possible, use a document camera, projector, or smart board to show the students 

the different letters. Have students talk about the differences in: 

• Address – business vs private 

• Greeting – formal vs informal 

• Style of the letter – friendly vs business 

• What is the message of the letter? 

• How does the letter end? 

For further learning give small groups their own formal or informal letters and ask 

the students to discuss and examine whether the letters are formal and informal, 

and why they think so? They can then present their findings to the class and tape 

their 
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letter to either the formal or informal side of the table written on the board. 

 
Part 3: Structure of an Informal Letter - Lets write our own! 

Now that we have learned all about letter’s it is time for students to create their own! 

According to Bloom’s taxonomy 

creating is the highest level of 

cognitive learning. Students will be 

writing a letter to someone in 

agriculture. Whether it is a farmer, an 

agronomist, a truck driver, a rancher, a 

mechanic, or anything that connects 

to helping us grow our food. The list of 

potential people is endless! If you do not have contact with anyone involved in 

agriculture you can email AITC-SK at: resources@aitc.sk.ca. If you do not want to 

send it to an actual person in agriculture you can also have your students write a 

letter to a made up person in agriculture and hand them into the teacher when 

they are done.  

 

What should my letter include? 

Ask the students: 

• Who are they sending the letter to? Have students pick the person they want 

to send their letter to. Is it someone real or someone they made up? They 

could also send a letter to their Sprout Head if they made one. 

• What kind of letter they want to write? Will it be a Formal Letter to a person in 

agriculture asking them a question or trying to gather 

mailto:resources@aitc.sk.ca


 

 
 

 

 

AG Month in Saskatchewan 
“Thank a Farmer” Letter Writing 

more information about agriculture or will it be an Informal Letter where they 

are thanking a person in agriculture for what they do? 

• Once students have picked who they are sending the letter to and what kind 

of letter it is going to be go over what is included in each letter one more time. 

The information should still be on the board and in Part 2 of the lesson. 

• Give students the freedom to work independently on their letters. It is 

recommended that their first letters are written by hand to get the format 

down first. Students can also draw a picture to go along with their letter or 

even send a photo of themselves.  

• Once students are done their rough copy have them read them to a partner 

as though they were reading it to the person, they are sending it to. The 

partners can work together to make sure the letter makes sense, is formatted 

correctly and give any formative feedback from the teacher or partners. 

• Have students make a final copy of their letter to be handed into the teacher 

to be sent to the recipients and marked if the teacher wants. 
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                   Score: 

____/28 

Teacher Comments: 

“Thank a Farmer” Letter Rubric Student Name: __________________________________ 
 4 3 2 1  

Letter Parts My letter has all its 

parts the heading, 

greeting, body, 

closing, and 

signature. 

My letter has 4 

out of 5 parts. 

My letter has 3 

out of 4 parts. 

My letter has 2 out 

of 3 parts. 

___/

4 

Handwriting AWESOME! I wrote so 

neatly that my 

teacher could read 

the whole letter. 

I did a good job 

but could do a 

little better. 

I did an okay job, 

but I know I can 

do better. 

My teacher could 

not read most of 

my letter. 

___/

4 

Spelling ALL my words were 

spelled correctly. 

MOST of my 

words were 

spelled correctly. 

SOME of my 

words were 

spelled correctly. 

NONE of my words 

were spelled 

correctly. 

___/

4 

Punctuation/ 

Capitalizatio

n 

Wonderful, ALL my 

punctuation and 

capitalization were 

correct! 

MOST of my 

punctuation and 

capitalization 

was correct. 

SOME of my 

punctuation and 

capitalization 

was correct. 

NONE of my 

punctuation and 

capitalization was 

correct. 

___/

4 

Length 

Depends on 

grade and 

outcome 

My letter was at 

least __ sentences 

long. 

My letter was at 

least __ 

sentences long. 

My letter was at 

least __ 

sentences long. 

My letter was at 

least __ 

sentences long. 

___/

4 

Content x2 Message of my letter 

was very clear and 

got my message 

across very well. 

Message of my 

letter was pretty 

clear, but I know 

it could have 

been better. 

Message of my 

letter not very 

clear and I did 

not get my 

message across 

very well. 

Message of my 

letter was not 

clear, and I did not 

get my message 

across. 

___/

8 
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If you want to teach your students about more letters and how to write specific 

letters such as: 

• Letters of inquiry and letters providing information 

• Thank-you letters 

• Letters of invitation 

• Letters of complaint 

• Letters to Santa 

• Letters to newspaper and magazines 

Please go to https://www.readingrockets.org/article/introduction-letter-writing 

https://www.readingrockets.org/article/introduction-letter-writing
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Formal     

  Informal 
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